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Parque Maderas Hotel and Beach Community 

 Center for Art and Ecology

Playa Maderas, Nicaragua


Volunteer Information

& Application Packet

· Learn, discover, and grow through hands-on experience

· Enrich your life with new cultures, languages, and friendships

· Travel with a purpose

· Push your limits with endless opportunities to create, share and implement your own ideas

· Become a part of something larger than yourself

….The world is there, it’s up to you to discover it
….Come take an 

adventure with us
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Bienvenidos a Nicaragua! 

Hello, and thank you for your interest in our International Volunteer and Development Program (I-VOD) at Parque Maderas.  This program is designed to combine hands-on service with experiential learning in the beautiful coastal setting of Playa Maderas, Nicaragua.  

Whether it’s catching a wave at an empty break, a ferry ride to one of Lake Nicaragua’s three hundred and sixty five islands, a walk through the colonial streets of Granada, a rainforest canopy ride in the Volcan Mombacho Nature Reserve or a climb to the crater of one of forty volcanoes; Your Nicaraguan experience will immerse you deep in a rich green land of lakes and volcanoes, rivers and mountains, tropical rainforests and sun swept beaches.

I-VOD members participate in meaningful and rewarding projects that focus on sustainable living practices, community outreach and education, organic farming and cultural emersion.  The location of this program offers members the unique opportunity to live in a Spanish speaking country and become a part of Nicaragua’s true authentic culture.  We encourage you to carefully read through the information provided.  Part of understanding who we are, where we came from and where we are going will help in your decision to become a member.    

So let me take the opportunity to welcome you to Nicaragua, the setting for an experience you will be introduced to as The Maderas Beach Hotel. 

Sincerely, 

Director 

Tyler Tibbs

Parque Maderas 

San Juan del Sur, Rivas 

Nicaragua 

011-505-8872-7310

History

The vision of  Parque Maderas was conceived several years ago by acting director Tyler Tibbs.  After traveling extensively through Central America, Tyler recognized a need to preserve the culture through art, protect the environment with education and improve health conditions by supporting natural medicine.  His vision was to create an area where all three components come together as one.   

With a diverse educational background, Tyler wanted to combine his art studies in Mexico with his teaching experience in Washington, and his passions of; gardening, holistic healing and environmentally friendly development to make a center dedicated to promoting conscious living. As a result of his dedication, hard work and persistence the vision of Parque Maderas was born.  

As the concept of Parque Maderas started to take form, Tibbs recognized the need for different components functioning within the same geographic boundaries.  All joined by common ideas and principles, but separate within Parque Maderas.  As a result, Parque Maderas; Hotel, Beach Community, Center for Art and Ecology were formed.  Each provides a unique environment designed to attract open minded, creative, sharing people dedicated to a regenerative, healthy lifestyle.

Parque Maderas Hotel is a small boutique style hotel and restaurant. Parque Maderas Viviendas Beach Community is a small, private residential community with like-minded owners committed to the vision and purpose of this project.  All homes incorporate some sustainable building practices, artistic creativity and environmental awareness.  This small community operates separate from Center for Art and Ecology, however the homes and bungalows will provide rental units for visitors to come and share the unique experience with in Parque Maderas.

Although each are located within the boundaries of Parque Maderas, the separation revolves around the business aspects associated with the park.  Members of the I-VOD program will be working with and living within the facilities of all three. 

The Center For Art, Ecology, Natural Medicine, Sustainable Living  

The Center for Art and Ecology is a retreat center that provides opportunities for people of all backgrounds and cultures that explore the relationships between fine arts and crafts, regenerative living, ecology, natural medicine and healing in a setting inspiring creativity and discovery.

When defining what we are, it is important to recognize what we do.  Education is one of our major objectives.  Teaching locals and visitors alike about renewable energy sources, sustainable farming, recycling, water conservation and eco-friendly building are just a few of the areas we focus on.  

We have started to build 3.5 acres of interpretive nature trails, gardens, art studios, yoga/meditation platforms, an outdoor kitchen, a library and sustainable living projects. All next to the Hotel and Beach Community. Today you find hiking trails, tropical gardens, fruit trees, medicinal plants, worm beds, chickens, hammocks, outdoor kitchen, living area and every day we continue to build new things.


Our activities are currently focused into:



- Retreat Programs for Groups 



- International Volunteer and Development Program (I-VOD) 




- Community Development Workshop Programs

The Center for Art and Ecology will facilitate education, information, resources to visitors of the center and actively be involved in community development. In providing this resource, we recognizes that by incorporating knowledge of environment and culture, we create the knowledge that is necessary to protect them. 

By promoting Art and creativity we help to preserve traditional cultures, allow individual expression, and dissolve language barriers. Focusing on Ecology we aim to help preserve and enhance the environment around us. 

We also focus on creating an environment that promotes healthy lifestyles, including all aspects of Natural Medicine and healing. By sharing knowledge and encouraging Sustainable Living and development we hope to impact the future of the area and encourage food and energy independence in the region.  

Community Outreach and Development will be your opportunity to expand beyond the boundaries of Parque Maderas and begin to share your knowledge with the surrounding community.  Working with local schools, teachers, builders, and interested community members on projects that you develop and that impact the lives of others.

Now that you understand what we do, discover where we are!

 Location

Welcome to Nicaragua!  Sandwiched between Honduras to the North and Costa Rica to the South, Nicaragua remains on of Central America’s most undiscovered gems.


A closer look…Parque Maderas is located in Nicaragua’s southwest corner just 8.5 km north of the town, San Juan Del Sur.  The area is known as Cinco Bahias, or Five Bays.  These include, Playa Majagual, Playa Maderas, Playa Marsella Playa Nacascola and San Juan del Sur.


The park itself is nestled amongst 7 acres just minutes from the beach.  Perched upon a hill, the property contains rugged slopes and ravines, lightly forested with a variety of indigenous flora.  Also scattered throughout the property are numerous fruit and medicinal plants as well as vegetation for visiting monkeys, birds and other wildlife.  We have four creek beds that run during the rainy season, giving the area a lush, tropical feeling.  At this point you may be asking yourself, “How do I fit into this project?”  All your questions will be answered in this next section!

International Volunteer Outreach and Development (I-VOD) Program at Parque Maderas

The I-VOD program is a full-time residential volunteer commitment focused on serving the needs of Parque Maderas Hotel, Center For Art and Ecology and the San Juan Del Sur community. 

Each volunteer works with us to design their program depending on their skills, interests, time commitment and need of the project at the time. As a volunteer you will be given guidance, introduced to new concepts, learn new skills, have access to our facilities and resources. You will be offered lodging.  You will be given breakfast and dinner six days a week. You can plan time for side trips and have free time everyday for surfing and hanging on the beach. 

A volunteer is expected to dedicate


 
-10 to 16 hours a week to Community Outreach and Development Projects



-10 to 16 hours a week to helping in the bar, restaurant and hotel.


Community Outreach and Development Projects 


- Community based projects

- Elementry School Environmental Education


- Community Recycling Program etc. 


- Women Natural Medicine Group

- Parque Maderas based projects

These are project that we work on inside the borders of Parque Maderas. 


- Teaching/hosting with visiting groups or individuals


- Maintenance and upkeep of garden beds, worms, chickens etc. 


- Small building projects related to sustainable living


- Art Sculptures, murals etc.


Bar, Restaurant and Hotel 


- The hotel will provide your room and board. The Hotel is run almost completely 

by volunteers. You will be part of a small group that creates an enchanting 


environment for our visiting guests. It is almost always a very relaxed 



work environment where opportunity to learn and have fun are highly encourage.


You will expected to dedicate time to help out with any of the following:





- General hospitality 





- Bartending 





- Cooking 





- Serving Guests 





- Updating website, facebook or newsletter.





- Etc. 


 

As a member of the I-VOD program, we require a minimum two month commitment with an option to extend your service provided you are a member in good standing.

Mission Statement

The I-VOD Program is dedicated to offering its members a unique opportunity to enhance their personal development through their relationships, experiences, and service to the environment and surrounding communities. 

With the help of I-VOD members, Parque Maderas Hotel and Center for Art and Ecology will serve as a functional model and educational center dedicated to promoting a healthy, sustainable and  minimal-impact way of life.  

Our goal is to help preserve and protect the finite coastal resources of Playa Maderas and surrounding communities through education and outreach.  The success of this program will not only be measured in Nicaragua, but the cities and towns around the world that I-VOD members visit and share their knowledge with.  We welcome all to come join us and participate in this very unique and inspirational way of life.  

Program Costs 

As an I-VOD volunteer you will be asked to supplement our costs of hosting you for the time you are here.  You will be given the following:



- Lodging dormitory style with shared shower and bathroom. (camping available)



- Breakfast and Dinner six days week. 



- Enrollment in the I-VOD Program



- Experience in professional Hospitality atmosphere. 



- Unlimited access to Internet. 



- Use of grounds and facilities of Parque Maderas Hotel. 


Cost: $400/month



- $50 of which goes to support Projects for Center for Art and Ecology



- $200 of which goes to cost of feeding you.



- $150 of which goes to cost of lodging. 

Why Volunteer?

To sum it up in a few words, travel that feeds the soul.  This program is designed for the adventurous traveler who is looking to combine their desire to explore with their passion to make a difference.  Being travelers ourselves, we understand the need to travel.  It is an opportunity to discover new ways of thinking, living and viewing the world we live in.  Most important, traveling enables us to explore ourselves and discover what happens when you step outside your comfort zone.

Volunteering abroad enables you to experience all the exciting parts of traveling, while positively impacting local communities.  Your experience becomes a life changing event, as you begin to notice how even the smallest acts of kindness make such a profound impact on the lives of others.  International programs such as this, allows their members the opportunity to gain the trust and respect of communities members that can otherwise be very difficult.  By working closely with farmers, teachers and local staff, your experience becomes enriched with the new friendships and connections you form.  Above all this program empowers you with the skills and knowledge to impact Nicaraguan communities and continue to share what you learned where ever your travels may take you.
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