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Parque Maderas Hotel and Beach Community 

 Center for Art and Ecology

Playa Maderas, Nicaragua


Frequently Asked Questions

· Do I need a passport?



Yes, you need a passport that is valid for at least 6 months to enter most countries.

· Do I need to speak Spanish?



No.  We give preference to applicants that have prior Spanish experience however 

if you show that you have set of skills that works well with the program we will 


waive that consideration. In almost all cases we recommend that you attend a two 


week immersion Spanish coarse in San Juan del Sur before joining the project.  

· Do I need a visa?



EU, Canada, USA, England, Australia do not need a tourist visa. This visa will 


give you 90days in the country.  You may renew it in Managua or by crossing 


into nearby Costa Rica.  You may check with your Nicaraguan Embassy to see if 


you need to apply for a visa. 

· Will I be insured?



No. Each individual can choose whether he/she needs travel insurance. We do not 

offer this option. 

· What do I do in a Medical emergency? 



Nicaragua does not have medical first response services. 

If your emergency is not life threatening (broken arm, String Ray etc.) you can go to 

the local medical clinic, which is 8.5 kilometers from Parque Maderas. In Rivas 


the closets large town there is a hospital where most people go for medical 


emergencies, before transferring to a more modern hospital. 

· Is Nicaragua safe?



Nicaragua is considered the safest of the Central American countries, however 


when traveling in developing countries you are always at risk. Making the proper 


precautions and being a “smart” traveler will get you a long way.  At Parque 


Maderas we have 24hour security and because we are off the beaten track we feel 


good about our safety. 

· Do I need any vaccinations?



If you are not up to date on the common vaccinations for traveling to this region 


you should take care of that before you leave on your trip. The main worries in 


our area are Dengue Fever, Malaria, Common Flu, H1N1 and dysentery. 



Generally you can’t do much to prevent these illnesses. Bug repellent, washing 


hands etc. are common recommendations. Malaria Pills are not common used in 


the Pacific region of Nicaragua. 

· What do I do for money?



The safest way to access your account is by using your ATM card when needed. 


There are three ATM’s in San Juan del Sur and various others in Rivas. Traveler’s 

checks are difficult to exchange.

· Why should I pay to volunteer?



Volunteering abroad enables you to experience all the exciting parts of traveling, 


while positively impacting local communities. With your choice of where to stay 


and go you are voting for the type of development and experience you would like 


to have. You pay to volunteer to help the us off set the costs incurred by hosting, 


training, housing and feeding you, and to help us continue to give opportunities to 

people like you.

· Do I have to pay for my airfare?



Your airfare is not included. Be sure to search various search engines before 


purchasing as prices fluctuate commonly.  Best place to fly into is Managua 


(MGA), it is also possible to fly into Liberia, Costa Rica and cross the border into 


Nicaragua.

· What does my program fee include?



- Lodging dormitory style with shared shower and bathroom. 



- Breakfast and Dinner six days week. 



- Enrollment in the I-VOD Program



- Experience in professional hospitality atmosphere. 



- Unlimited access to Internet. 



- Use of grounds and facilities of Parque Maderas Hotel. 

· How do I get from the airport to the program site?



We recommend that your first time flying into Managua you be picked up by a 


private shuttle. We offer private shuttles from Managua Airport to Parque 



Maderas. Please contact us for reservations.
 

· What will my accommodations be like?



The accommodations are quite nice. Imagine the best dorm you have ever been in 


and this is probably nicer. The volunteer dorm is located on the first floor and 


stays very cool. There are four – six beds in the dorm at any one time; the shower 


and bathroom are just outside. In certain parts of the year mosquito nets are 


preferred, provided by us. If you prefer to camp there is camping available as 


well. 

· Is there a training program?



Upon arrival you have a short two-hour introductory meeting with the Director. 


After that all training is handled on the go as necessary. We trust that applicants 


who have been accepted are fast learners. 

· What is the cost?



Cost: $400/month



- $50 of which goes to support Projects for Center for Art and Ecology



- $200 of which goes to cost of feeding you.



- $150 of which goes to cost of lodging. 
· What is the weather like?



There are main seasons in Nicaragua Coast are: 




- Rainy Season – May/June- November 




- Windy Season – January – March 




- Dry Season – December – April/May 

· Are there dangerous animals? (Snakes, spiders, etc.)



Yes, however, where we are located they are rare. We have found poisonous 


snakes on our grounds, maybe one a year. The only poisonous spiders we have to 


be aware of are large tarantulas whose pee causes your skin to rot, but they are not 

life threatening. 

· Who can apply to be an I-VOD member?



The only requirement for application is a minimum age of 18 at the time of 


enrollment.  

· How long are the programs?



The minimum amount of time that we generally accept is two months. We 



strongly encourage a three-month stay.   

· Can I extend my stay?



If you have good status as a volunteer and we have space for you, you can extend 


your stay. 

· What happens in case of an emergency?



Every member of the program must fill out an emergency contact form before 


arriving in Nicaragua. In case of a medical emergency the first step is to take the 


appropriate actions locally to stabilize the emergency, then contact the person 


listed on the emergency contact sheet. Personal, disaster or other emergencies are 


handled on a case-by-case basis. 

· What type of local transportation is available?



- There is a shuttle two times daily from San Juan del Sur to Playa Maderas 


(Parque Maderas Hotel) 



- There are taxi’s available from San Juan del Sur to Playa Maderas.



- There is a local bus but you have to walk the last 3km to Parque Maderas Hotel.



- We have a small fleet of bikes that are available for our volunteers. 
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